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Advocacy in Action: The Economic Outlook and the
Impact of Tariffs

At the Temiskaming Shores and Area Chamber of Commerce (TSACC), we know that the
policies and economic conditions shaping Ontario’s business landscape today will
determine its strength tomorrow. A portion of our members’ fees goes toward our
partnership with the Ontario Chamber of Commerce (OCC), ensuring that we stay
informed and engaged in key economic discussions.

The 2025 Ontario Economic Report provides a comprehensive look at business
confidence, economic challenges, and future outlooks. One of the most pressing concerns
highlighted in the report has now become reality: the implementation of U.S. tariffs on
Canadian goods—a decision that is already sending ripples through Ontario’s economy.

Tariffs: A Direct Challenge to Business Confidence

The OCC'’s data previously highlighted concerns about potential tariffs, but now those
concerns have materialized. As of this month, the U.S. has officially imposed tariffs on
Canadian goods, creating immediate challenges for businesses across Ontario.

According to OCC’s survey, even before the tariffs were in place:

e 60% of respondents lacked confidence in Ontario’s economy if tariffs were
imposed.

e 67% believed tariffs would negatively impact their business, particularly through
higher raw material costs and reduced sales.

e 41% anticipated revenue declines, while 40% expected rising input costs.

Now that tariffs are in effect, these concerns are turning into real financial pressures for
many businesses, especially those in manufacturing, agriculture, and retail—sectors
that were already operating under tight margins.

TSACC'’s Response: Advocating for Local Businesses

At TSACC, we are actively working with the OCC and our partners to advocate for policy
solutions that mitigate the impact of these tariffs. This includes:

¢ Lobbying for government relief measures for affected businesses.

e Supporting efforts to diversify trade opportunities beyond the U.S.

¢ Keeping our members informed about economic strategies that help navigate
these challenges.



We encourage businesses to stay engaged and voice their concerns through TSACC so we
can continue advocating for solutions that directly impact our local economy.

A Silver Lining? Turning Challenge into Opportunity

While the impact of tariffs is a serious concern, this shift also presents a pivotal moment
for Ontario businesses to rethink their strategies:

o Strengthening domestic supply chains to reduce reliance on the U.S.

o Expanding into new international markets to build resilience.

o Encouraging Canadians to support local businesses to drive internal economic
growth.

If businesses can successfully adapt, these necessary changes could lead to greater long-
term economic independence and stability.

"At TSACC, we are working tirelessly to ensure that businesses in our
region have the support they need to navigate this economic shift. While
these tariffs present real challenges, they also offer a chance to build a
stronger, more self-reliant economy. Now, more than ever, collaboration
and strategic advocacy are essential to ensuring a sustainable future for
our businesses."

— Andre Brock, Executive Director, Temiskaming Shores & Area Chamber
of Commerce

How TSACC is Advocating for You

As a TSACC member, you are part of a collective voice lobbying at all levels of
government to protect businesses from unnecessary burdens while advocating for policy
solutions that support local economic resilience.

Want to have a bigger say? Our Premium and Premium Plus members receive invitations
to quarterly Advocacy and Policy Chats, where we discuss key issues like tariffs,

business confidence, and government support programs.

By staying informed and engaged, we can turn challenges into opportunities—together.



