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Advocacy in Action: Building Stronger Communities for Businesses

At the Temiskaming Shores and Area Chamber of Commerce (TSACC), we are committed
to fostering a thriving business community by addressing challenges and identifying
opportunities that benefit the entire region. Advocacy plays a critical role in achieving this
mission.

Last year, we continued our work on vacant building revitalization with Phase 2 of the
project, which built directly on the findings of Phase 1. Phase 1 identified the scope of the
vacant building issue and its economic impact, while Phase 2 focused on gathering
detailed insights from business owners and community members through a survey. This
data revealed not only the barriers businesses face in reactivating these spaces but also
the untapped potential for economic growth and community development.

The findings are directly relevant to the business community: revitalized spaces mean
increased foot traffic, opportunities for new ventures, and a stronger overall economy. By
addressing the root causes of vacancy and proposing actionable solutions, we are
advocating for investments that will benefit local businesses and our broader community.

These advocacy efforts are already generating results. The City of Temiskaming Shores
recently launched the Temiskaming Shores Development Corporation Community
Business Improvement Grant—a direct response to community feedback and research
provided by TSACC during our vacant building revitalization project. The new grantis
designed to help businesses invest in improvements that enhance accessibility, safety,
appearance, and functionality, supporting a more vibrant and inviting commercial
landscape.

Advocacy like this may not always be visible in the day-to-day operations of your business,
but its long-term effects shape the economic landscape we all share. By being a member
of TSACC, you’re enabling us to champion these big-picture changes that lead to tangible
improvements in your business environment.

"Our vacant building research was designed to inspire change—and that’s
exactly what we’re seeing. The new Community Business Improvement
Grantis a concrete step forward for our local economy and a win for every
business and resident who wants to see our downtowns thrive. We’re
proud to see our advocacy work turn into real-world action."
—Andre Brock, Executive Director, Temiskaming Shores & Area Chamber
of Commerce




Stay tuned for future updates as we continue to advocate for a stronger community and a
thriving business sector. Together, we can turn challenges into opportunities and build a
future that benefits us all.



