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Advocacy in Action: AI Readiness and the Future of Local Business 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is no longer a distant concept—it’s already reshaping industries 
and redefining how work gets done. For businesses in Temiskaming Shores, this 
transformation brings both opportunity and complexity. Earlier this year, the Temiskaming 
Shores & Area Chamber of Commerce (TSACC) conducted a region-wide AI Needs 
Assessment Survey to understand how prepared our business community is for the age of 
AI—and where support is most needed. 

The results were clear: while most local businesses are not yet using AI, there is strong 
interest in learning more, especially for tasks like marketing, content creation, customer 
service, and automating day-to-day operations. However, that interest is accompanied by 
uncertainty. Many businesses expressed concerns about how to begin, lack of technical 
knowledge, and potential impacts on staff and workflow. 

This kind of advocacy is exactly what TSACC was built for—identifying challenges before 
they become barriers, gathering local data, and making the case for targeted support and 
investment. As AI adoption continues to accelerate, TSACC will use the survey results to 
guide our next steps and ensure our region doesn’t get left behind. 

“Canada’s future economic prosperity is tied to our ability to build 
domestic intellectual property and scale Canadian firms. AI adoption is a 
cornerstone of that future—but small businesses need support to make it 

real.” 
— Benjamin Bergen, President, Council of Canadian Innovators 

In the months ahead, this research will inform conversations with funding partners, 
training providers, and economic development stakeholders as we explore potential 
supports tailored to rural and northern businesses. By staying proactive, TSACC is making 
sure that the voice of small business is part of the larger AI conversation—right from the 
start. 

This is advocacy in action: informed, strategic, and rooted in the belief that our region 
can—and should—be part of the future. 


